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CLAIMS 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (currently amended) A software agent for a party conducting electronic 
tradingr comprising 

(a) a store of a plurality of negotiation profiles each negotiation profile 
determining different negotiation characteristics and requirements 

(b) a transaction engine responsive to the commercial situation or stflte_of_the_ 
party to select an optimal negotiation profile appropriate to that situation 
or state; 

(c) a negotiation engine driven by the transaction engine ^at js able to 
generate bids and counter bids : and o stor e of a p l ura l ity of negotiation 
profi l es; and 

«fi mean s rooponorvo to - thcMjommero i al situation or otato of the porty to 
GOlo ct o n optimal ■ negotiation - profil e appropriat e to that situat i on or stat e, 
aBd -adapted to cause the transaction engine to initiate or conduct e- 
commerce negotiations using the negotiation engine programmed with the 
selected negotiation profile. 

3, (currently amended) A method of performing automated reverse auction on 
an electronic network using software agents for buyers and sellers wherein the 
software agent for each buyer and each seller comprises a store of a Plurality of 
negotiation profiles each negotiation profile determining different negotiation 
characteristics and reauirementaL_a_trg_nsaction engine responsive to \\\e cpmrnereial 
situation or state of the party to select an optimal negotiation profile appropriate to 
that situation or state : a negotiation engine driven by the transaction engine that is 
able to generate bids and counter bids: and a 6toro of a- plurality of negotiation 
profi le s; a nd mean s respons i v e to th e comm e rcia l situation or ctato of tho party to 
s e l e ct an optimal - nogotldtlon - profi le appropriat e to that B ltuation- e r - ^tato ) and to 
adapted to cause the transaction engine to Initiate or conduct e-oommerce 
negotiations using the negotiation engine programmed with the selected negotiation 
profile, * 

4, (cancelled) 
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5. (currently amended) A method of automated bi-lateral negotiation In which 
each buver is represented by a software agent and each seller Is represented by a 
software agent, the buyers 1 agents co-operate to produce a call for proposal to 
purchase collectively from one or more seller wherein the software agent for each 
buyer and each seller comprises a store of a plurality of negotiation profiles each 
negotiation profile determining different negotiation characteristics and requirements: 
a transaction engine responsive to the commercial situation or state of the party to 
select an optimal n egotiation profile appropriate to that situation or state; a 
negotiation engine driven by the transaction engine that is able to generate bids and 
counter bids: an d -a-s tore of a plura l ity of negotiat i on profiloo j- and means respo n o iv o 
to th e commercia l s ituation or state of tho party to oo l oct an optimal - negotiation 
profil e appropriate to that cituationop - statOi and adapted to cause the transaction 
engine to initiate or conduct e-commerce negotiations using the negotiation engine 
programmed with the selected negotiation profile. 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (original) A method according to Claim 5, comprising the use of an 
intermediate software agent between the buyers and the or each seller, for 
negotiating a contract between the or each seller and the collective buyers. 

9. (currently amended) A method according to Claim [[6]] 5, in which each 
software agent comprises a transaction engine; a negotiation engine driven by the 
transaction engine; and a store of a plurality of negotiation profiles; and means 
responsive to the commercial situation or state of the party to select an optimal 
negotiation profile appropriate to that situation or state, and to cause the transaction 
engine to initiate or conduct e-commerce negotiations using the negotiation engine 
programmed with the selected negotiation profile. 

10. (currently amended) An intermediate re-selling software agent for use on an 
electronic network for negotiating contracts between at least one buyer and at least 
one seller, by purchasing from a seller and re-selling it to a buyer the intermediate re- 
selling software agent comprising: 

£ai a store of a plurality Qf negotiation profiles each negotiation profile 
determining different negotiation characteristics and requirements: 
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(b) a transaction engine; responsive to the commercial situation or 
state of the party to select an optimal negotiation profile 
appropriate to that situation or state : 

(o) a negotiation engine driven by the transaction engine that is able 
to generate bids and counter bids: and a ctoro of o plurality - of 
negotiation p r o fi loc; and 

(d) means respons i ve to tho commorcial situation or state of tho party 
to so l oGt - on optimal - n e gotiat i on profil e approp ri a t e to that o i tuotion 
or^oto r- afK ka dapted to cause the transaction engine to initiate or 
conduct e-commerce negotiations using the negotiation engine 
programmed with the selected negotiation profile. 

11. (cancelled) 

12. (currently amended) An intermediate negotiation system for e-commerce 
comprising multiple software agents capable of being engaged by buyers and/or 
sellers, and an interface for negotiating contracts between respective agents of at 
least one buyer and at least one seller wherein each software agent comprises 

(a) a Store of a plurality of negotiation profiles each negotiation profile 
determining different negotia tion characteristics and requirements : 

jCfeti a transaction engine responsive to the commercial situation or 
state of the party to se lect an optimal negotiation profile 
appropriate to that situation or state: 

(Si a negotiation engine driven by the transaction engine that is able 
to generate bids and counter bids : -and a storo of a plurality of 
n e gotiation profiles; and 

(d) means r e sponsive to tho commorcial cituation or stat e of - the - patfy 
to oo l ect - an optima l negotiation profi le appropriate to that situation 
ep s tat e B and a dapted to cause the transaction engine to initiate or 
conduct e-commerce negotiations using the negotiation engine 
programmed with the selected negotiation profile. 

13. (original) An intermediate negotiation system according to Claim 12, 
arranged to conduct an automated reverse auction on an electronic network using 
software agents for buyers and sellers. 

14. (cancelled) 
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15. (previously presented) A system according to Claim 27, In which each 
software agent is a component of a distributed architecture. 

16. (original) A system according to Claim 12, in which each software agent is a 
component of a distributed architecture. 

17. (original) A method according to Claim 3, in which each software agent is a 
component of a distributed architecture. 

18. (original) A method according to Claim 5, in which each software agent is a 
component of a distributed architecture. 

19. (original) A software agent aocordlng to Claim 2, in which the negotiation 
engine Is a component of a distributed architecture. 

20. (original) An intermediate re-selllng software agent according to Claim 10, 
which is a component of a distributed architecture. 

21. (original) An intermediate negotiation system according to Claim 12, which Is 
a component of a distributed architecture. 

22. (previously presented) A system according to Claim 27, in which the software 
is implemented as FIPA open source. 

23. (previously presented) A communications network comprising a system 
according to Claim 27. 

24. (original) A communications network according to Claim 23, in which the 
network consists of the Internet. 

25. (previously presented) A computer program for creating a system according 
to Claim 27. 

26. (original) A computer program for creating a software agent according to 
Claim 2. 
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27. (currently amended) A system for performing automated reverse auction 
comprising 4hc - otopo of : 

fa) a first software agent, the first software agent comprising: 

i!l a store of a plurality of negotiation profiles each 
negotiation profile determining different negotiation 
characteristics and requirements : 
(ii) a transaction engine responsive to the commercial 
situation or state of the party to select the optimal 
negotiation profile appropriate to that situation or state: 
(ill) a negotiation engine driven by the transaction engine that 
is able to generate bids and counter bids: and a s tor e of 
a p l ura l ity of n e gotiation profi le s; a nd 
(iyi control means re fe pen s iv e -to th e comm e rcia l si tuation or 
ctato of -tho - party- to - eeleot ontho optimat -n og o ti ati on 
profi le appropriat e to that s i tuation - o i^ sttrto -,- Qnd -adapted 
to cause the transaction engine to Initiate or conduct e- 
commerce negotiations using the negotiation engine 
programmed with the selected negotiation profile, 
receiving a request for a service from a buyer; 
the first software agent requesting negotiation for provision of the service with 
at least one other agent; and 

the first software agent responding to a proposal for providing provision of the 
service from a second agent. 

28. (currently amended) A method for performing automated reverse auction 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request for a service from a buyer 

a first s oftwar e a g e nt, compris i ng -a— tran s action- e ng i n e?- - a first 
software agent selecting an optimal negotiation profile appropriate to 
the commercial situation or state of the party o n e gotiation e ngin e 
driv e n by th e transaction e ngin e ; — and -the negotiation profile being 
selected from a store of a' plurality of negotiation profiles each 
negotiation profile determining different negotiation characteristics and 
requirements; — and contro l -m e an s rospono i vo to tho oommercial 
oituation or s tat e o^ths party to c o l o ct antho opt i mal nogotlat l on profi l e 
appropriate to thot cltuation or state, and; & 
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cause tho transact i on ongmo to initiat initiating e or conducting e- 
commerce negotiations using th e a negotiation engine programmed 
with the selected negotiation profile to generate bids and counter bids, 
rec e iving a requ e st for a oorvico - from a buyor; by 

£al _tho first se to/ar e ag e nt requesting negotiation for provision 
of the service with at least one other agent; and 

£61 tho firot ■ ooftwaro agont responding to a proposal for 
providing provision of the service from a second agent. 
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